Cylindrobulla californica sp. nov.
Habitat: The Gulf of California: Isle Espiritu Santo, Bahia San Gabriel. On the colony of Caulerpa, together with Berthelinia chloris (DALL). 
Descriptions:
The shell is dextral, cylindrical in shape, and very thin and flexible, but fragile as usual in this genus. The periostracum is transparent, colourless and thin, so that the snow-white calcaleous layer is seen through it. The aperture is as long as the shell and very narrow; it is obliquely truncated in front and extends linearly to the top of the shell, where it turned a little backwards along the suture of the body whorl to form a narrow sutural slit. The end of sutural slit is closed perfectly in all specimens, in the holotype at about the two-thirds of the body whorl (Text- fig. 1 B , Pl. VI figs. 3, 4) ; in all examined specimens of C. japonica, however, the sutural slit is very deep, coiling about one time or more, though becoming narrower suddenly at about the two-thirds of the body whorl (Pl. VII figs. 3, 4).
The spire is completely sunken in the apical umbilicus, but the protoconch is seen wholly from the dorsal side at the centre of the umbilicus bottom. The slant of the raised margin of the inner lip forming the sutural slit is not so steep as in C. japonica. A crest extends along the suture from the end of the sutural slit towards the protoconch. The crest is formed by the body whorl in contact with an extension of the inner lip of the sutural slit and is coiling about one time. In contrast with this, in C. japonica the crest is inconspicuous. In the present new species the umbilicus is comparatively larger than in C. japonica. The ratio of the diameter of the spire, measured across the protoconch between the outer margin of the sutural slit and the opposite suture line represented by the crest (Text- fig. 1 fig. 2 in two examined specimens, while in the latter this unique protuberance is missing in four examined specimens (HAMATANI, 1969, Pl. VI fig. 4 ).
The shell surface is longitudinally striated densely except the range along the outer lip of aperture, about a quarter as wide as the shell breadth. The surface of l. HAMATANI the body whorl which is seen from the above is also striated regularly with strong radial sculptures (Text- fig. 1 B, e) up to the bottom of the umbilicus. In C. japonica, there are only a few striae on the shell surface, and radial sculptures on the spire are less remarkable as compared with the same feature found in the present new species.
The radular teeth are just similar to those of C. japonica, they are uniserial and of a typical sacoglossan style. The radula of para type No. 2 consists of 25 teeth in all, 6 teeth in the ascending and 19 teeth in the descending series, besides a rod-like preradular tooth. The para type No.5 also bears the same number of teeth respectively in the ascending and descending series. The tooth is blade-like in shape and curved a little more (Text- fig. 3 C) than in C.japonica (Text- fig. 3D ), in which the ventral edge of the tooth-blade runs down nearly straight from the tip of the blade to the convex of its base. The tooth has a series of slender denticles, nearly as many as in C. japonica, on each side of the blade, though the denticles in the present new species seem to be rather shorter than in C. japonica. Remarks: The present species is allied very closely to C. beaui P. FisCHER, 1856, the type species of the genus, in shape of the shell, especially in the state of the sutural slit ( cf. MARCUS & MARCus, 1970, Fig. 27 ). But the former differs very distinctly from the latter in the following aspects. Firstly, the body whorl is transparent in C. beaui (see MARCUS & MARcus, 1970, p. 23 fig. 16 ), not dagger-shaped as in many Ascoglossa. Newest teeth of Curac;ao snail ( Fig. 31) 34 f-1 broad, 29 f-1 high, with central cusp flanked by 4-5 denticles. In biggest animal from Florida (Fig. 30) 4-7 denticles, the innermost of which nearly as high as cusp." The tooth of the present new species is rather similar to that of C. ulla (MARCUS & MARCus, 1970, p. 108, fig. 33 ), but the shell length in C. ulla is much less (2mm) than in the present new species. As stated by MARCUS & MARCUS (1970) on page 24, the radular teeth of the specimens collected from the West Indies and identified with C. beaui P. FisCHER by them resemble closely the rhachidian teeth of some opisthobranchs ( Toledonia of Cephalaspidea and Microhedyle of Acochlidioidea as noted), but differ so much from the tooth type common to C. japonica HAMATANI, C. ulla MARCUS & MARcus, and C. californica HAMATANI that, if the specimens treated by MARCUS & MARCUS are really C. beaui originally described by P. FISCHER, these three species will need a new genus to include them and separate them distinctly from Cylindrobulla beaui P. FisCHER, although a number of species have to be left provisionally in the genus Cylindrobulla as they were established on only their shell morphology. As seen readily in the present description, the differentiation in the shell morphology may be extremely exact in some species. Then it is naturally beyond my ability to judge the exactness of the identification of MARcus & MARCUS on their C. beaui from the West Indies, with no chance of examining some of the West Indies specimens treated by them. This problem is better left for further studies.
EXPLANATION OF PLATES VI-VII
Plate VI Cylindrobulla californica sp. nov. 
